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Before Seattle,
before Portland,
there was Astoria.

( With three self-guided tours. )

Over 100 photos, maps, and drawings.
Includes self-guided tours, chronology,
places to visit, bibliography, and index.

Categories include: non-fiction, travel,
Pacific Northwest, Oregon, history. $19.95,
softcover, 6x9 in., 218 pages, 24 per carton.
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The definitive history of Astoria, Oregon

he rest of the country is just beginning to dis-

cover Astoria, Oregon, that historic gem of a
town at the mouth of the Columbia River west of
Portland, and the oldest European-American set-
tlement west of the Rockies.

The author provides a chronological look dating
back to the 1500s, including European explora-
tion, Native American life, logging, fishing, Chinese
laborers in the salmon industry, a giant cheese in

Astoria

An Oregon History
by Karen L. Leedom

Who will buy this book:

* The hundreds of thousands of tourists who visit or

plan to visit annually (Astoria predicts 450,000 will
visit the Astoria Column in 2008!).

* Those with an interest in the founding and develop-

ment of the Pacific-Northwest by European explor-
ers and settlers.

* Current and former Astorians who have never had a

comprehensive history of their town available.

Karen Leedom’s Astoria is carefully
researched, clearly written, and a joy to read.
We enthusiastically recommend it to anyone
interested in learning more about the history of
thisfascinatingarea. Visitorswillespecially enjoy
the three self-guided tours that are included.

Liisa Penner, Archivist
Clatsop County Historical Society

Finally, a comprehensive and easy-to-read
history of this unique community—this is the
book I was looking for when I moved here twenty
years ago! A terrific resource and a ‘must have’

for every home library.
Jerry Ostermiller, President
Columbia River Maritime Museum

the Civil War, Oregon’s first female surgeon, Victo-
rian architecture, and valiant Coast Guard rescues.

A chronology of events from the 1500s to pres-
ent day can be found in the appendix, along with
self-guided tours of downtown and the riverfront,
and a listing of things to do and places to visit.

Whether you’re a born and bred Astorian, or just
passing through, Astoria’s history is rife with drama
that will captivate and inspire you. So settle into a
comfortable chair and enjoy this journey through
time.
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Before Seattle, before Portland, there was Astoria.
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THE AUTHOR

aren L. Leedom is a writer who lives in

Astoria with her husband, Dan. Her
love of history and fondness for Astoria
prompted her to write this book.

Relishing the outdoors, on most days she
can be found hiking the trails and streets
of Astoria, or perfecting her golf game.

Image Credits: Front cover painting by Bill
W. Dodge. Maps courtesy of Bob Regan.
Aerial photo courtesy of Larry Kellis
Photography. Lighthouse photo courtesy
Steve Zalewski. Black & White images
courtesy of the Library of Congress..
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